Easter Message - 2020
Sir Knights and Families,
My remark for this Easter season concerns itself around the experience that we all are
facing from the present COVID-19 pandemic. What does Easter have to say to this
situation? Easter is the Christian’s affirmation that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead
and has conquered all things which would separate us from God Almighty. His rising
brings unto us the assurance that we will rise to a new life even from this pandemic as
well.
There is a way in which Easter holds attraction for everyone - I think it is because Easter
translates into HOPE. Easter is the sign of HOPE! Yes, at this moment in our history and
throughout the world there is a view of hopelessness, anxiety and fear. But Easter
reminds us that we can meet the risen Christ and our lives can be different even now.
Remember, Easter is the celebration of an empty tomb! It’s the empty tomb of Jesus that
gives us the HOPE we need right now. Hope in the here-in-now and hope in the here-inafter. The HOPE that I’m talking of is a HOPE of forgiveness; The HOPE of peace; The
HOPE of assurance; The HOPE of a cure; The HOPE of Heaven. And that HOPE is
centered in the person of Jesus Christ. With your HOPE grounded in the resurrection of
Jesus…you can make it! There is no sadder word in the English language than
hopelessness. To me that means life without God - without Jesus Christ. Now that is
hopelessness for sure. But oh, what makes the resurrection and Easter so important for
us is that it illustrates HOPE---A LIVING HOPE---AN ETERNAL HOPE.
Faith, Hope and Love are all tied to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which we celebrate
at Easter. There is great power in that kind of testimony. You may ask, how do we stay
hopeful when your life and that of the world seems to be undergoing multiple kinds of
tests? What do you do when life seems to have more questions than answers and more
uncertainty than assurance? By mooring your life in that of Jesus Christ our ultimate
anchor!
The empty tomb - or these words - “He is not here…he has risen” assures us of a reality
that is not only about human capacity for good but it is about God’s decisive choice for
us and against death, God’s decisive victory over the powers of evil, God’s infinite
capacity for certainty in the midst of our exact opposite. The empty tomb is our Godgiven love package. It is that thing we can look at and know we have something to live for
in the midst of the desolation and deaths within us and around us. Better, it is that thing
we can look at and know that God has something for us to live for, an ultimate reality for
us against which nothing - not even a pandemic - can prevail.
This Easter then let us cling to and promote the living HOPE that God gives to all of
humanity through his risen Son, Jesus Christ.
My Lady Leslie and I wish for you and yours an Easter full of HOPE and LIFE through our
Lord Jesus Christ. May Christ grant to you all safety, health and an ever lasting peace.
Amen.
In Christian Service,
SK Charles M. Roberts, PGC, Grand Prelate

